
The Progressives



The American enigma 1900

Increase in national wealth, technological progress

Manifest destiny revealed, the US a great power, potential unlimited

Increasing inequality, corruption, squalor, disease and violence

Something wrong with the “American “ system



Henry George and the Gospel of Prosperity
Most well know economist & journalist of time

…send to religious school…ran away to sea

..avid reader…Australian gold rush

...returns to USA ..has to beg to feed family

…becomes typesetter/journalist

Henry George (1839-1897)

Student of “American Paradox”

….. rejects Marxism and class war

 …. “high costs of rent / unused land

….   land a common inheritance enriches few

…   monopolist retain power by rigging votes

 & high tarrifs

Writes “Progress and Poverty” 1879

….3 million copies sold



“Georgism”

Sources of wealth

Sources of Income

LabourLand Capital

WagesRent Interest

• Owners of land to be taxed by “Land Value Tax”

• All taxes on Wages and Interest to be eliminated

• LVT to be set by state based on land use, surrounding improvements…but

• No tax on improvements made by owner or wages

• State to fund itself from LVT and distribute all service to citizens

Poverty caused by concentration of unearned wealth of land owners

An American alternative to Socialism



Georgism Impact
George a “phenomena!

…..moves to NY

Runs for mayor 1886

….defeated by business

…dies of exhaustion

Funeral largest since

Lincoln…100,000 attend

Credible “American” solution 

….not Socialist/ Populist

George vs “Special Interests”

Triggers Republicans to

adopt “progressive” thought

Moves to regulate capitalism



The Social Gospel

Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)

“The Kingdom of God "is not a matter of getting

 individuals to heaven, but of transforming the life on

 earth into the harmony of heaven."[

Baptist Preacher…son of German immigrants priest

..educated Germany… believes in applying Sermon of

The Mount to Capitalism

Rejects (A) notion of individual salvation by faith alone

And focus on self and individual prosperity and (B) 

Innerancy of the bible (“it was not taught by Jesus”)

Preaches to businessmen an unions…

Writes “Christianity and the Social Crisis”

…opposes Child labour, discrimination, military, greed,

…Jesus died for the “social sins of mankind”

…road to paradise…making this world better



Rise of the “Muckrakers” and the thirst for “truth”
Rise of popular magazines feeding 

growing literacy & Interest in “real” life 

…dropped price…increase circulation: 

Yellow journalism ….scandal& gossip

 “muckrakers” ….political  change…not 

party based

Birth of “investigative reporter”

…exposing scandals, corruption, and 

injustice

….removed “deference” from politics

Examples

…..Lincoln Steffens .”machine 

politics”…..William Stead: detailed 

map of Chicago…town of brothels, 

saloons, pawnbrokers
         



Ida Tarbell ( 1857-1944)

Born in oil fields of PA Mother teacher , 

father Teacher then oil worker,loses Job due 

to Standard Oil…rebates

Attends local college, becomes Teacher, fed 

up, works for Home studies magazine

..become managing editor

Moves to Paris 1890’..writes Biographies 

famous women, Napoleon…hired by 

McClure's Magazine.. Biography of Lincoln

Researches Standard Oil…exposes

And documents secret rebates,

Collusion by Rockefeller culture of ..petty 

Persecution”….known as “woman who

Caused break up of S.Oil..

Runs magazines..compromised..writes 

flattering bio of Mussolini



Nellie Bly (1864-1922) Elizabeth Cochrane..One of 10 

children to Small business owner

College drop out …writes response to 

patronising article“ What Girls are 

good for?” ) as “ Lonely Orphan 

Girl”…hired..adopts pen name Nellie

Exposes state of mentally ill by faking

Madness..writes “10 days in mad house”

….career as ”stunt girl”

Exposes condition of textile workers

…pretends to want to see new dresses

Does round world tour in 74 days.

Marries 73 yr old millionaire…runs 

company goes Bankrupt

… becomes war reporter!



Intermission



American Filipino War



Philippines 1898
Spanish colony 1560-1898

4,000 islands, 7 million people

95% native, 4% Chinese 1% Spanish

…caste system…educated elite

National revolt vs Spanish 

1892---1897..90% country rebel held

… Dec 1897 Spanish offer autonomy

…rebel leader Emilio Aguinaldo exiled

 to Hong Kong ($20m cash payment!)

Sino Japanese war 1892-1895

Japan seizes Korea & Taiwan

….Japan threat to China marketsJapanese

Conquests

1895-1897

US declares war on Spain April 1898

…Spanish fleet in Philippines sunk



USA and Phllippines….”savages” in need of saving



Emilio Aguinaldo (1869-1964)

Leads revolt 1892…exiled 1897 

$20m pay off) promised 

independence by Americans

Returns him to Philippines  

Defeats Spanish army June 1898

…kills opposition…Dictator

…declares Independence June

July 1898 US army lands

……Spain surrenders to US

…..declare Philippines US colony 

Aguinaldo declares war on US Jan 1899

Member of elite…Catholic, Mason

Son of municipal governor



Filipino Army assembles, surrounds Manila

…20,000 Filipino army most armed muskets/machetes



War in 1899
Filipino army grows to 

200,000,  US army 

increased to 120,000 

....attacks & wins battles

Portrayed in US media

 as Indian war

...advancing civilisation

…protect natives

Filipino army destroyed

Aguinaldo  resorts to 

Guerrilla war…kill 

Americans. Influence

 US 1900 election



War in 1900….policy of “chastisement”

...burning villages/ zones of protection (as in Cuba) 

(concentration camps).. , “free fire” zones



Guerrilla War 1900

"The town of Titatia was surrendered to us a few days ago, and 

two companies occupy the same. Last night one of our boys was 

found shot and his stomach cut open. Immediately orders were 

received from General Wheaton to burn the town and kill every 

native in sight; which was done to a finish. About 1,000 men, 

women and children were reported killed. I am probably growing 

hard-hearted, for I am in my glory when I can sight my gun on 

some dark skin and pull the trigger."[1

Filipino atrocities..captured US soldiers…buried alive, burned to death

        priests/ peasants not supporting Aguinaldo shot by the thousand

US military discipline collapse….uncensored letters home

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine%E2%80%93American_War#cite_note-FOOTNOTEMiller198288-185


War escalates out of control…..

Outrage in US as letters from 

soldiers Published in yellow press

President McKinley responds

…. fires US Generals responsible for

 

...appoints Howard Taft as Governor

...policy of “Benevolent Assimilation”

 

General Otis….Order 10

…all males over 10 in  “free fire 

zones” to be shot



Ending the war

 “Benevolent Assimilation” policy…compliance rewarded

Established elected local government. Appointed Governor & Upper House, 

Infrastructure  and schools programme. Impose English vs Spanish

Balanced by “concentration camps". Moderated violence

Rebels join US administration…promise of independence “when ready”

 Aguinaldo betrayed, allowed to retire to private life

 Casualties

US 4,200 soldiers killed, 5,000 wounded

20,000 Filipino soldiers and 250,000 plus civilians



China and the Open Door



China 1800
 Qing Dynasty in power since 1644: zenith of its power

Manchu based…last “conquest” Dynasty

Conquered Tibet, Mongolia, Central Asia, Taiwan

Dominance over Korea (from indigenous & Dutch)

 Economic super power .

China largest economy in the world (30% world economy)  

33% World Population (300 million people)

Disinterested in trade (3% world trade) exports tea, silk, & porcelain

Only import Gold….refuse imports

 Technologically “frozen”

Failure to industrialize….reliance on manual labour

Ultra conservative culture: ‘classical exam” system blocks growth



Taiping Rebellion (1840-1868)

Hong Xiuquan
Brilliant student…but fails exams 4 x

…as do 99% applicants

…rejects rote memorisation & calligraphy

Finds Christian manuscript from missionary 

….. “revelation” he is younger brother of Jesus

…mission to create “heaven earth”

..rid China of demons and emperors

…create perfect society, all equal, no private 

property (and enforced celibacy)

…death for non compliance

mass support grows

…controls half of China, major cities

…imports modern arms

…seeks European support…thought mad



Taiping Wars (1840-1868) 
30 years of war

…50 million deaths

…vast destruction

…Empire weakened

Hong degenerates

Harem…luxury

Surrounded, dies of 

Poisoned “manna”

Economy collapses

Europeans move in



China 1900: “Empire” in name only

….European Zones….missionaries, laws, tax collection

….Empress isolated in Beijing

BRITISH

BRITISH

RUSSIANS

FRENCH

GERMANS

JAPAN



US approach to China

Industrialist believe Frontier “filled”

…need access to new markets

…not occupation as in Phillipines

Europeans “shutting out” US

US “Pacific power”

…opening trade with Japan 1850 

..seizure Hawaii and Philippines

Want “equal access” ….right 

To trade anywhere within China



Empress Dowager (1835-1908) 

Controls China since 1861

(emperor 5 years old…dies)

…installs nephew…dies)

Enigmatic….supports reform

But executes radicals, son 

Dies, places child nephew 

On throne

Seen by young Chinese

As accommodating foreigners

Attempts to balance grievances

With knowledge of European power



The “Boxers” (Righteous and Harmonious Fists)

Mass movement: humiliation

….religions/ traditions threatened

Empress encourages …secretly

Mass slaughter of Christians, 

missionaries & families…any foreigner

…flee to Beiing & embassies

Compound surrounded ……..900 

ambassadors, & families 3,000 

Christians…send for help

Empress claims to “protect” ambassadors

…. Qin army won’t help Ambassadors

…. Waits for Boxers to move in for kill 



Foreign Legation Beijing 1900

   Empress offers free passage… peace negotiators killed 

  

International cooperation by necessity



Also basis for a good movie: “ 55 Days in Peking”



‘8 Nation Army’ to the rescue
British & Indian, Japanese, Russian, Italian, French, 

German,Austrian, Hungarian…50,000 strong (30,000 Japanese)

arrives, defeats Boxers, rescues Legation…just in time



Occupation of Beijing 1901 



End of Boxer Rebellion & its impact

American presence in far east expanded

Secure “Open Door Policy”: gains access to all China

Proven Great Power

Chinese “Empire” finished

Empress “tool” of foreigners…agrees to mass Boxer executions

Way forward for the young: revolution 

Japan established as the rising power in the Pacific

 Expands territory in China. defeats Russia to seize Manchuria in 1905

 Seen by US as rival for dominance of the  Pacific

And by many Asians as liberator from European powers 



USA and the new century

A major world power, first among equals

Confident, optimistic, the future limitless

Population changing with many cultural, racial, and economic 

issues unresolved

Power concentrated in the hands of the very few



Talk 24:”The Progressive Era”: what happens next 



The Progressives



The American enigma 1900

Increase in national wealth, technological progress

Manifest destiny revealed, the US a great power, potential unlimited

Increasing inequality, corruption, squalor, disease and violence

Something wrong with the “American “ system



Henry George and the Gospel of Prosperity
Most well know economist & journalist of time

…send to religious school…ran away to sea

..avid reader…Australian gold rush

...returns to USA ..has to beg to feed family

…becomes typesetter/journalist

Henry George (1839-1897)

Student of “American Paradox”

….. rejects Marxism and class war

 …. “high costs of rent / unused land

….   land a common inheritance enriches few

…   monopolist retain power by rigging votes

 & high tarrifs

Writes “Progress and Poverty” 1879

….3 million copies sold



“Georgism”

Sources of wealth

Sources of Income

LabourLand Capital

WagesRent Interest

• Owners of land to be taxed by “Land Value Tax”

• All taxes on Wages and Interest to be eliminated

• LVT to be set by state based on land use, surrounding improvements…but

• No tax on improvements made by owner or wages

• State to fund itself from LVT and distribute all service to citizens

Poverty caused by concentration of unearned wealth of land owners

An American alternative to Socialism



Georgism Impact
George a “phenomena!

…..moves to NY

Runs for mayor 1886

….defeated by business

…dies of exhaustion

Funeral largest since

Lincoln…100,000 attend

Credible “American” solution 

….not Socialist/ Populist

George vs “Special Interests”

Triggers Republicans to

adopt “progressive” thought

Moves to regulate capitalism



The Social Gospel

Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)

“The Kingdom of God "is not a matter of getting

 individuals to heaven, but of transforming the life on

 earth into the harmony of heaven."[

Baptist Preacher…son of German immigrants priest

..educated Germany… believes in applying Sermon of

The Mount to Capitalism

Rejects (A) notion of individual salvation by faith alone

And focus on self and individual prosperity and (B) 

Innerancy of the bible (“it was not taught by Jesus”)

Preaches to businessmen an unions…

Writes “Christianity and the Social Crisis”

…opposes Child labour, discrimination, military, greed,

…Jesus died for the “social sins of mankind”

…road to paradise…making this world better



Rise of the “Muckrakers” and the thirst for “truth”
Rise of popular magazines feeding 

growing literacy & Interest in “real” life 

…dropped price…increase circulation: 

Yellow journalism ….scandal& gossip

 “muckrakers” ….political  change…not 

party based

Birth of “investigative reporter”

…exposing scandals, corruption, and 

injustice

….removed “deference” from politics

Examples

…..Lincoln Steffens .”machine 

politics”…..William Stead: detailed 

map of Chicago…town of brothels, 

saloons, pawnbrokers
         



Ida Tarbell ( 1857-1944)

Born in oil fields of PA Mother teacher , 

father Teacher then oil worker,loses Job due 

to Standard Oil…rebates

Attends local college, becomes Teacher, fed 

up, works for Home studies magazine

..become managing editor

Moves to Paris 1890’..writes Biographies 

famous women, Napoleon…hired by 

McClure's Magazine.. Biography of Lincoln

Researches Standard Oil…exposes

And documents secret rebates,

Collusion by Rockefeller culture of ..petty 

Persecution”….known as “woman who

Caused break up of S.Oil..

Runs magazines..compromised..writes 

flattering bio of Mussolini



Nellie Bly (1864-1922) Elizabeth Cochrane..One of 10 

children to Small business owner

College drop out …writes response to 

patronising article“ What Girls are 

good for?” ) as “ Lonely Orphan 

Girl”…hired..adopts pen name Nellie

Exposes state of mentally ill by faking

Madness..writes “10 days in mad house”

….career as ”stunt girl”

Exposes condition of textile workers

…pretends to want to see new dresses

Does round world tour in 74 days.

Marries 73 yr old millionaire…runs 

company goes Bankrupt

… becomes war reporter!



Intermission



American Filipino War



Philippines 1898
Spanish colony 1560-1898

4,000 islands, 7 million people

95% native, 4% Chinese 1% Spanish

…caste system…educated elite

National revolt vs Spanish 

1892---1897..90% country rebel held

… Dec 1897 Spanish offer autonomy

…rebel leader Emilio Aguinaldo exiled

 to Hong Kong ($20m cash payment!)

Sino Japanese war 1892-1895

Japan seizes Korea & Taiwan

….Japan threat to China marketsJapanese

Conquests

1895-1897

US declares war on Spain April 1898

…Spanish fleet in Philippines sunk



USA and Phllippines….”savages” in need of saving



Emilio Aguinaldo (1869-1964)

Leads revolt 1892…exiled 1897 

$20m pay off) promised 

independence by Americans

Returns him to Philippines  

Defeats Spanish army June 1898

…kills opposition…Dictator

…declares Independence June

July 1898 US army lands

……Spain surrenders to US

…..declare Philippines US colony 

Aguinaldo declares war on US Jan 1899

Member of elite…Catholic, Mason

Son of municipal governor



Filipino Army assembles, surrounds Manila

…20,000 Filipino army most armed muskets/machetes



War in 1899
Filipino army grows to 

200,000,  US army 

increased to 120,000 

....attacks & wins battles

Portrayed in US media

 as Indian war

...advancing civilisation

…protect natives

Filipino army destroyed

Aguinaldo  resorts to 

Guerrilla war…kill 

Americans. Influence

 US 1900 election



War in 1900….policy of “chastisement”

...burning villages/ zones of protection (as in Cuba) 

(concentration camps).. , “free fire” zones



Guerrilla War 1900

"The town of Titatia was surrendered to us a few days ago, and 

two companies occupy the same. Last night one of our boys was 

found shot and his stomach cut open. Immediately orders were 

received from General Wheaton to burn the town and kill every 

native in sight; which was done to a finish. About 1,000 men, 

women and children were reported killed. I am probably growing 

hard-hearted, for I am in my glory when I can sight my gun on 

some dark skin and pull the trigger."[1

Filipino atrocities..captured US soldiers…buried alive, burned to death

        priests/ peasants not supporting Aguinaldo shot by the thousand

US military discipline collapse….uncensored letters home

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine%E2%80%93American_War#cite_note-FOOTNOTEMiller198288-185


War escalates out of control…..

Outrage in US as letters from 

soldiers Published in yellow press

President McKinley responds

…. fires US Generals responsible for

 

...appoints Howard Taft as Governor

...policy of “Benevolent Assimilation”

 

General Otis….Order 10

…all males over 10 in  “free fire 

zones” to be shot



Ending the war

 “Benevolent Assimilation” policy…compliance rewarded

Established elected local government. Appointed Governor & Upper House, 

Infrastructure  and schools programme. Impose English vs Spanish

Balanced by “concentration camps". Moderated violence

Rebels join US administration…promise of independence “when ready”

 Aguinaldo betrayed, allowed to retire to private life

 Casualties

US 4,200 soldiers killed, 5,000 wounded

20,000 Filipino soldiers and 250,000 plus civilians



China and the Open Door



China 1800
 Qing Dynasty in power since 1644: zenith of its power

Manchu based…last “conquest” Dynasty

Conquered Tibet, Mongolia, Central Asia, Taiwan

Dominance over Korea (from indigenous & Dutch)

 Economic super power .

China largest economy in the world (30% world economy)  

33% World Population (300 million people)

Disinterested in trade (3% world trade) exports tea, silk, & porcelain

Only import Gold….refuse imports

 Technologically “frozen”

Failure to industrialize….reliance on manual labour

Ultra conservative culture: ‘classical exam” system blocks growth



Taiping Rebellion (1840-1868)

Hong Xiuquan
Brilliant student…but fails exams 4 x

…as do 99% applicants

…rejects rote memorisation & calligraphy

Finds Christian manuscript from missionary 

….. “revelation” he is younger brother of Jesus

…mission to create “heaven earth”

..rid China of demons and emperors

…create perfect society, all equal, no private 

property (and enforced celibacy)

…death for non compliance

mass support grows

…controls half of China, major cities

…imports modern arms

…seeks European support…thought mad



Taiping Wars (1840-1868) 
30 years of war

…50 million deaths

…vast destruction

…Empire weakened

Hong degenerates

Harem…luxury

Surrounded, dies of 

Poisoned “manna”

Economy collapses

Europeans move in



China 1900: “Empire” in name only

….European Zones….missionaries, laws, tax collection

….Empress isolated in Beijing

BRITISH

BRITISH

RUSSIANS

FRENCH

GERMANS

JAPAN



US approach to China

Industrialist believe Frontier “filled”

…need access to new markets

…not occupation as in Phillipines

Europeans “shutting out” US

US “Pacific power”

…opening trade with Japan 1850 

..seizure Hawaii and Philippines

Want “equal access” ….right 

To trade anywhere within China



Empress Dowager (1835-1908) 

Controls China since 1861

(emperor 5 years old…dies)

…installs nephew…dies)

Enigmatic….supports reform

But executes radicals, son 

Dies, places child nephew 

On throne

Seen by young Chinese

As accommodating foreigners

Attempts to balance grievances

With knowledge of European power



The “Boxers” (Righteous and Harmonious Fists)

Mass movement: humiliation

….religions/ traditions threatened

Empress encourages …secretly

Mass slaughter of Christians, 

missionaries & families…any foreigner

…flee to Beiing & embassies

Compound surrounded ……..900 

ambassadors, & families 3,000 

Christians…send for help

Empress claims to “protect” ambassadors

…. Qin army won’t help Ambassadors

…. Waits for Boxers to move in for kill 



Foreign Legation Beijing 1900

   Empress offers free passage… peace negotiators killed 

  

International cooperation by necessity



Also basis for a good movie: “ 55 Days in Peking”



‘8 Nation Army’ to the rescue
British & Indian, Japanese, Russian, Italian, French, 

German,Austrian, Hungarian…50,000 strong (30,000 Japanese)

arrives, defeats Boxers, rescues Legation…just in time



Occupation of Beijing 1901 



End of Boxer Rebellion & its impact

American presence in far east expanded

Secure “Open Door Policy”: gains access to all China

Proven Great Power

Chinese “Empire” finished

Empress “tool” of foreigners…agrees to mass Boxer executions

Way forward for the young: revolution 

Japan established as the rising power in the Pacific

 Expands territory in China. defeats Russia to seize Manchuria in 1905

 Seen by US as rival for dominance of the  Pacific

And by many Asians as liberator from European powers 



USA and the new century

A major world power, first among equals

Confident, optimistic, the future limitless

Population changing with many cultural, racial, and economic 

issues unresolved

Power concentrated in the hands of the very few



Talk 24:”The Progressive Era”: what happens next 
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